WOMAN OF SAMARIA
MAKING THE CONNECTION
JOHN 4:1-26

1.  JESUS WAS SENT INTO HER WORLD (v 4).  
The account of Christ’s conversation with the woman of Samaria is a brilliant illustration of personal evangelism.  Jesus is the master evangelist.  The story begins by stating that it was necessary for Jesus to go through Samaria.  The Greek verb ‘edei’ denotes the necessity of the journey and indicates that Jesus had a specific assignment.  This view is reinforced by a knowledge of the road system in the area.  Devout Jews would take either the Perea road or the Coastal Road to Jerusalem in order to avoid Samaria and potential ritual contamination.  Jesus deliberately took the road through Samaria so that he could talk to the woman at the well of Sychar.  The conversation took place at the sixth hour. If John was calculating by the Roman Civil Day, this would have been 6pm.  If, however, he was using the Jewish computation, it would have been at 12pm.  It is more likely that he was using Jewish chronology and the meeting took place at Midday.  

The well where Jesus met the woman was a famous local landmark because of its association with the Patriarch Jacob. It was situated in the proximity of a town called Sychar. Sychar probably corresponds with the modern Askar.  The well is mentioned in Genesis 33:19 and 48:22 and was approximately half a mile south of the town.  It would have had a wooden or stone surround to sit on.  Jesus dismisses his disciples to buy lunch in the town and sits at the well waiting for the woman to arrive. The assignment is controversial and he doesn’t want any racial interference or interruption from his disciples.
Evangelism necessitates entering the world of the non-Christian.  Much of our life is spent in secular situations.  We are surrounded by non–Christians in our workplaces and neighbourhoods.  The emphasis in evangelism should not be events in church, but Christians reaching out naturally and spontaneously to work colleagues, relatives, neighbours and friends.  It is important to remember that God is working outside the Church.  His Spirit has been sent into the world to convict and draw people to Christ.  This principle is illustrated in the conversion of the Ethiopian Chancellor of the Exchequer (Acts 8).  Philip, the evangelist,  has recently conducted a city-wide crusade in Samaria. Flushed with success, it is likely that he expects God to send him on another city-wide assignment.  Instead, an angel appears to him and tells him to travel to the desert road in Gaza.  On his arrival, he is told by the Holy Spirit to speak to a man reclining in a chariot.  The man happens to be the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the current Candace, the hereditary title given to Ethiopian queens. His proximity to the queen means that he was a eunuch and therefore no threat to her virtue and totally trustworthy. He is probably a ‘proselyte of the gate’, a convert to Judaism, and is returning to Ethiopia from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  As he travels, he reads the Isaiah scroll and is perplexed and confused by the account of the sufferings of the Servant of the Lord. This is the narrative that we know as Isaiah 53 and graphically depicts the suffering of Christ on the cross.  Philip intercepts the eunuch at exactly the right moment and is invited to join him in his chariot and explain the passage. Scriptures says, ‘Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus’ (Acts 8:25). The outcome was the eunuch’s conversion and his request for baptism as the public sign of his allegiance to Jesus, the Messiah.
God has arranged the meeting between Philip and the Eunuch because he is already drawing the eunuch to him. In this case, Philip completes the process and leads the man to Christ. This is significant. Our task in evangelism is one of spiritual midwifery.  We work with God in the process of leading people to new birth.  In every situation, we must be on heaven’s frequency.  God may lead us to people supernaturally (as Philip was led to the Eunuch), or else he can guide through circumstances and place people in our way.  As Lord of history, God oversees all the circumstances of our lives.  Accident and luck are not part of the deal.  We have a joyful responsibility to witness for Christ and must pray for opportunities to do so.  Praying for friends, work colleagues, relatives and neighbours can be the first step in leading another person to Christ. Through prayer, we engage with God in his mission to draw millions to Christ.
Don’t be discouraged if people that you talk to don’t immediately come to Christ. It is God who saves; our vocation is to share his word. We intercept with people at different stages on their faith journey.  Our intervention may not constitute the final stage in the process of conversion, but it may move them nearer to Christ.  
Jesus intercepted people at the point of need and shared the good news appropriately. The interconnections were all very different: Nicodemus came at night and Jesus introduced him to the new birth
; he stunned Zacchaeus by stopping under the tree where he was hiding, calling him by name, and invited himself to be Zacchaeus’ house guest
. He healed the man born blind and deliberately met up with him after he was excommunicated from the synagogue.
 He won over Nathaniel by telling him he saw him under the fig tree.  In every case, he shared the good news in different ways. 
2.  JESUS DISREGARDED CULTURAL TABOOS AND SPOKE TO HER (vv 5-9).
Jesus loved people and was not prepared to capitulate to man made rules or prejudice.  God has placed us in Letchworth, and we have unique missionary opportunities.  Grace knows no frontiers or boundaries.  In speaking to the woman of Samaria, Jesus dismantled three forms of bigotry and prejudice:

· Racism - Jews were prejudiced against the Samaritans.  

The Assyrian, Shalmaneser, besieged Samaria in 721 BC and the city was conquered in 722BC by Sargon.  The people were exiled and the land was colonized by gentiles.  These intermarried with the poor Israelites who remained in the land.  The religion of the Samaritans was a hybrid religion combining elements of Judaism and paganism. The Samaritans were despised and hated by the Jews, and their religion dismissed as corrupt and counterfeit. As Jews of mixed race, they were regarded as ethnic traitors.  In 1st Century Palestine, Jewish parents would rather their child die than marry a gentile. Those who did were pronounced dead to the family; all social contact was broken.
· Sexism - no Rabbi should ever speak to a woman alone: ‘It is better to burn the Torah than teach it to a woman’.
· Legalism - Samaritan women were regarded as ceremonially impure: ‘the daughters of the Samaritans are menstruants from the cradle’.
 Religious Jews believed they would be contaminated by association with the Samaritans.
· Resentment. The Samaritans were conscripted into the Roman army and had become the face of oppression in Judea and Galilee.
3. JESUS ESTABLISHED A RAPPORT WITH HER (vv 5-14).
Jesus saw the woman as a person rather than a potential customer for kingdom marketing.   Any evangelism that does not spring from a genuine regard for people is bogus.  He approached the woman respectfully with sensitivity, tact and surprising warmth.  She was completely disarmed and instantly intrigued by him.  Let us look more closely at his approach:

· He disarmed her with his opening request: “Give me to drink.”  She was taken completely by surprise and blurted out, “You are a Jew and I’m a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?”
· He was courteous, warm and friendly. Jesus wasn’t defensive or suspicious but relaxed and caring in his attitude to the woman.  Good manners are not old fashioned and irrelevant.  Politeness winsomeness and warmth can win people over. 

· He placed himself in her debt by asking for a drink. Jesus approached her as a supplicant and placed himself in her debt by asking for a drink. There was no arrogance and paternalism in his approach. He relinquished power and placed himself in her debt.
· He provoked her curiosity with an incredible statement: “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” She was intrigued by Jesus and his remarks about living water.  By now, Jesus is in complete control of the conversation.  The woman responds predictably and asks Jesus where he will find this living water that will save her the trouble of coming to the well.  In a twist of irony, she asks Jesus, “Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us the well?
4.  JESUS COMMUNICATED WITH HER BY USING LANGUAGE SHE COULD UNDERSTAND.
Jesus communicated with her in language and images she could readily understand. Avoid religious jargon.  People have no idea what most religious phrases and clichés mean. The problem for many of us as long-term Christians is that we assimilate religious jargon and it becomes our default programme when we talk about God. Religious jargon may express something authentic for us, but it’s gobbledygook to people without a Christian background. Sharing Jesus with jargon is analogous to trying to converse with a person in Mandarin.  To understand, they must first be able to decipher the language. 
Sadly, the UK has become a secularized and post Christian society. Forty or so years ago, people were still familiar with Biblical narratives and language and they were often used in popular songs to express ideas like estrangement, rejection, love, freedom or success.  The current generation is almost totally post-Christian and the notion of God has little practical meaning.  We should take nothing for granted when we share the good news of Jesus. Our language needs to be jargon free and we cannot assume that the people have any prior knowledge of the Bible. Moreover, gospel ideas need clear content.  The problem with jargon is that it can give us a false sense of security.  Words like ‘justification’ resonate with us even if we don’t understand them.  We judge a person to be Orthodox if they use the correct jargon and verbal formulas. Our faith can be built in a scaffold of words that we don’t understand.  It is imperative to share the good news in a way that people understand. 
5. JESUS WAS CREATIVE IN HIS APPROACH AND USED ILLUSTRATIONS SHE COULD UNDERSTAND.
Jesus used the ‘well’ to introduce eternal life.  It is always best to use illustrations from one’s immediate surroundings.  Jesus used a picture postcard approach to communication.  He would always attach a picture to a concept: ‘You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid’ (Matthew 5:14).  
Illustrations, anecdotes, images and stories are important in sharing the good news. Concepts can be animated by illustrations.  In post-modern Britain, people are often more interested in authenticity and how something works than in abstract questions of truth.  Jesus didn’t engage in a prolonged theological discussion on religion, but offered the woman something that she desperately needed. 

6. JESUS OFFERED HER SOMETHING THAT SHE WANTED (vv 13-14).

Jesus did not try to give her the whole gospel but adapted the message to her need.  We can learn from the Master’s example.  He didn’t begin the conversation with a stern warning about the fires and agony of hell and terrify her into his kingdom – that approach was reserved for the self-righteous – but he offered her something that she wanted: – living water. 
The gospel and human need are two concentric circles that constantly converge.  People ask, “Who am I?” and the gospel replies, “You are made in God’s image and likeness.”  People ask, “Why do I feel such futility and loneliness?” and the gospel replies, “Because you’re adrift from God.”  You were created to be God’s friend.”  Here are some of the concerns of modern people:

· Where can I obtain life values to regulate my life and guide my children? 

· How do I define my gender when I’m given so many options? 

· Am I just an animal?- You and me baby ain’t nothin’ but mammals; Let’s do it like they do on the Discovery Channel (Bloodhound Gang).

· Why do I feel so isolated and alone?

· What is the secret of happiness?  I’ve tried so many things but I’m still unfulfilled.

· Why am I so insecure?  How can I obtain security?

· How can I connect with God?

· Why do I feel so guilty?

· Is there life after death?

· How can I have a happy marriage?

· Why am I often controlled by vices I secretly detest?

· In the light of impending climate disaster or nuclear war, is there any hope for human beings?

7. JESUS EXPOSED HER WRONGDOING WITHOUT CONDEMNING HER.
The woman was a serial nymphomaniac but Jesus treated her with sensitivity and respect.

· He didn’t ask intrusive questions. Jesus didn’t expose her immorality by pointing the finger of condemnation.  He aroused her curiosity by offering her living water, and when she requested his gift, he told her to bring her husband.  He put his finger on her real problem without judging her.  The offer of the gift of eternal life preceded the exposure of her moral condition.

· He didn’t belittle or humiliate her.  When she replied that she didn’t have a husband, Jesus treated her with incredible grace.  He didn’t launch into a diatribe about her moral wickedness, but simply said that she was telling the truth.  He affirmed her and then exposed what she had been trying so desperately hard to conceal: she’d been married seven times and her current lover was not a husband. He didn’t make any judgement on her morality but exposed the truth of her life.
· He respected her privacy. Jesus made no attempt to carry the conversation further.  He had exposed the real issue in her life and made no additional comment or enquiry. 

· He used a supernatural gift to expose her condition.  God can give to us supernatural insight into people.  Ask God to give you ‘words of knowledge’ and prophecies that expose peoples’ condition and draws them to Christ.  

Jesus’ insight into the woman’s moral life made a tremendous impression upon her.  After she had discovered that Jesus was the Messiah, she spoke to the people of her town and encouraged them to ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done’ (John 4:29).  

8. JESUS ANSWERED HER QUESTION BUT REFUSED TO BE DIVERTED.

Jesus listened and answered the woman’s questions.  He had an agenda - revealing his Messiahship and turning the woman into a true disciple - but he respected her questions and answered them.  A personal evangelist must cultivate the ability to listen.  We can be so obsessed to share the gospel that we brush aside all questions and objections.  Some questions, however, are asked sincerely and deserve a considered answer.  The woman’s question about the correct place of worship was probably a diversionary tactic.  People are often desperate to change the subject when something deeply personal has been exposed. It is significant that Jesus answered her question, but did so in such a way that he brought her back on track.  He steered her away from the topic of religious custom and practice and showed her that relationship with God is personal and not a matter of ritual or correct ceremonial procedures: ‘God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth’. 

It is important to discern the difference between a genuine question and a diversion.  Some seekers have genuine questions that need to be answered before they can commit themselves to Christ.  Jesus not only answered the woman’s question about worship, but he used her diversionary tactic to bring her back on track.  The Holy Spirit can impart incredible wisdom as we speak to individuals.

9. JESUS REVEALED HIMSELF TO HER AND CHANGED HER LIFE.

The Samaritans referred to the Messiah as the TAHEB (He who comes/he who restores). Jesus brought the conversation to a dramatic conclusion by revealing his true identity: ‘The woman said, “I know that the Taheb is coming.  When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you – I am he.” 

Jesus doesn’t use hyperbole or ‘big’ himself up. His self-revelation is the climax of the narrative, but it’s almost an understatement.  The woman has referred to him as a remarkable Jew, asked him if he is greater than the Patriarch Jacob who dug the well, and has acknowledged him as a prophet.  She has gradually become aware of his uniqueness: “There is something very different about this man.  He doesn’t fit any of the stereotypes and I’m quite an expert. He respects me – that’s very clear indeed – and has even relinquished his power and given me control, but I can’t help feeling that I’ve been outmaneuvered, that somehow, he’s controlling the conversation.  There’s a power at work here that I don’t understand. It’s unnerving but strangely reassuring. I’m not scared of this man – he’s full of warmth and welcome – but I can feel his strangeness.  He’s different!  Who is he?”
The woman’s growing respect for Jesus culminated in the discovery that she had been talking to the long awaited Taheb, the Messiah.
Jesus is the content of the gospel.  We have not been commissioned to preach about church or our denomination.  Our responsibility is tell people about Jesus and witness to his life, death and resurrection.  The gospel is the Jesus story.  The story did not conclude with the resurrection but continues in the lives of his followers.  Our personal stories have become part of his greater story.  We are the little tributaries that empty our streams into his river.  His story has become our story; his transforming grace has changed our lives and connected us with him forever.  We are witnesses of Jesus.  This is the good news.


10. JESUS TURNED THE WOMAN INTO AN EVANGELIST.  

The woman went into Sychar and immediately began to witness about Jesus (vv 27-30). Young converts often make the best evangelists.  They are networked into non-Christians and communicate the good news with a freshness and spontaneity.  Moreover, they haven’t been indoctrinated with a religious vocabulary and are able to speak to people without jargon.  

Personal testimony adorns the gospel.  People are interested in the application of the gospel to life and are fascinated by stories of transformation.  The apostle Paul constantly used his testimony to demonstrate the difference Jesus had made in his life.  He used it as a point of contact with non-Christians.  There is no substitute for first- hand encounter with Jesus.  Whether people reject or accept the gospel, they cannot repudiate the evidence of a life transformed by the grace of Christ.  Very few people understand electricity or could give a scientific explanation of it, but they’re totally convinced of its existence. Why?  Because the evidence is all around them – light bulbs, ovens, cars, trains, etc.  Transformed lives validate Christ’s existence and the power of the gospel.

Our personal stories have the power to change lives.
ASSIGNMENTS
1. Choose one of the following words and phrases and explain it in a simple and contemporary manner.  You are permitted to use illustrations, diagrams and personal testimony to explain the meaning.

· New Birth

· Redemption

· Grace

· Reconciliation

· Sin

· Significance of the resurrection Jesus.

· Separation from God

· Repentance
2. Choose a partner and take it in turns to explain how to become a Christian in non-religious language. 

3. Reflect on your recent experience with God and share an up-to-date testimony of God’s grace and friendship. 
� John 3:1-17


� Luke 19:1-10


� John 9:1-41





� John 1:44-51
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